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a Bush administration for Secretary of
Education, a person of the integrity
and fairness and knowledge that Chair-
man GOODLING would bring to that
postition. I wish him well in retire-
ment and I hope he realizes his leader-
ship will be missed on the committee
and in this House.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from California (Mr. GEORGE MILLER).

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman
from Wisconsin (Mr. KIND) for yielding
me this time. I want to join in this
tribute to our chairman, BILL GOOD-
LING.

Mr. Speaker, we have had our bat-
tles. They even got to the point one
time where he threatened to hit me
over the head with the gavel, and I
thought the next committee meeting I
would come wearing a helmet so that
we could continue our amicable discus-
sions.

But I think the gentleman from Wis-
consin (Mr. KIND) has hit it on the
head. There was a core principle there.
And as much as we come from different
parts of the ideological spectrum, I was
amazed at how well we were able to
work together, once I understood the
code. The code was simply: You mean
what you say and you say what you
mean.

BILL GOODLING has held that prin-
ciple all of the time that he has served
on the Committee on Education and
the Workforce. We came together to
the Congress and served our entire ca-
reers on that committee. His focal
point was the children and whether or
not we really meant what we said. If
we were going to have quality, then we
were going to have quality and we were
going to hold someone accountable for
delivering that quality. And if they
were not going to do that, we were not
going to fund them or we were going to
know why.

When we said we were going to fund
the excess cost of special education,
the 40 percent, in his time as chairman
he has moved us further toward that
goal than any other single individual.
When they said that a diploma ought
to mean something, he asked those
questions and that is what teacher em-
powerment was about, whether or not a
diploma would, in fact, mean some-
thing.

For schools of education where we
are turning out our teachers of the fu-
ture, if they did not know the subjects
they were teaching, he wanted to know
why, and has dramatically changed the
manner in which schools of education
will now educate the teachers of the fu-
ture so they will be better equipped to
provide that quality education that has
always been at the core of all of his
dealings on this committee.

He has not been much for the poli-
tics. He has not been much for the pos-
turing. But he has certainly done a
great deal for the education and the
well-being of the children of this Na-
tion, and we are going to miss him.

Mr. Speaker, it has been a pleasure
to serve with the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. GOODLING).
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Mr. GREENWOOD. Mr. Speaker, my
mother once said to me that no matter
how important you think you are, re-
member that the number of people who
come to your funeral will be primarily
determined by the weather. It must be
a good day today because Mr. GOODLING
is blessed with too many speakers, and
we will all have to be brief.

Mr. Speaker, I will miss Mr. GOOD-
LING as a member of the Committee on
Education and the Workforce and a fel-
low Pennsylvanian. The children and
the teachers and the parents and the
school board administrators will miss
BILL GOODLING, because he is someone
that has become a rarity in this town.
He believes that politics belongs on the
campaign trail, and here in Washington
in the Nation’s capital, because we are
supposed to do the people’s business,
we are supposed to compromise. We are
supposed to put politics second to peo-
ple.

BILL GOODLING has done that every
day for his 26-year career. It is an
honor to serve with him and join in
this tribute today.

Mr. Speaker, because time is limited,
I will cut my remarks brief and I yield
to the gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
BLUNT).

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
GREENWOOD) for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, like others today, I am
here to recognize the tremendous con-
tribution that Congressman GOODLING
has made to this Congress, to this
country, and particularly to education.

BILL GOODLING spent his entire career
with a focus on education. As a teach-
er, as a coach, as a guidance counselor,
as a school administrator, and when he
was elected to Congress by the people
from the 19th district in Pennsylvania,
he chose to go on the committee that
focused on education.

He became the chairman of that com-
mittee. He has been a tireless advocate
for making public schools better
through real reform. He has pursued
full funding of IDEA, understanding
that the Federal Government needs to
first of all keep its word.

As a former college president, I par-
ticularly appreciate all the chairman
has done to substantially increase the
Pell Grant funding. And during his
leadership of that committee, Pell
Grant funding has increased in a way
that it has never increased before.

There are really too many accom-
plishments to talk about all of them,

certainly the signature piece of legisla-
tion, the William F. Goodling Child Nu-
trition Reauthorization Act. This legis-
lation gives more flexibility to school
districts as they try to meet the needs
of children, as they try to do what is
best for the children of America.

On behalf of America’s students, on
behalf of America’s educators, as the
cochairman of the Education Caucus
here in the Congress, I just want to
thank the chairman for his out-
standing record of public service, for
his commitment to education, for his
great work for the people of Pennsyl-
vania.

Mr. GREENWOOD. Mr. Speaker, I
yield to the gentleman from Michigan
(Mr. EHLERS).

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
GREENWOOD) for yielding me this time.

Mr. Speaker, when I hear the name
GOODLING, I immediately think of four
different words. The first pair is ‘‘qual-
ity and accountability.’’ We kept hear-
ing that over and over in the com-
mittee. And those are very, very im-
portant words for us to hear. Will a
proposal bring forth quality? Will it
provide for accountability?

The second pair of words is ‘‘reading
and literacy,’’ obviously, very, very
great needs in this country. I believe
we should improve math and science
education in this country, and but the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
GOODLING) is totally dedicated to im-
proving reading and literacy; I totally
agree with that as well, because we
need to do both.

It has been a pleasure to serve on the
Committee on Education and the
Workforce with Mr. GOODLING. He is an
experienced teacher, administrator,
and a Congressman. As an educator
myself for 22 years, I was delighted to
have a person heading that committee
who had experience in education too,
because there are many people in this
world who think they know exactly
what is wrong with the schools and
how to fix it, but they do not have any
experience at it. Mr. GOODLING has that
experience, and I was delighted to have
him as chairman.

Mr. GREENWOOD. Mr. Speaker, I
yield to the gentleman from Georgia
(Mr. ISAKSON).

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. Speaker, I will be
very brief in order to leave enough
time for the chairman himself to
speak, by simply saying this, most
politicians put their careers first. BILL
GOODLING has put children first. Most
politicians will compromise at a time
to move an inch. BILL GOODLING is pa-
tient, but he is always persistent.

He believes in quality education for
our children, trained teachers for our
children, and local control. America is
better off and her children far better
off for the service of BILL GOODLING.
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